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Wa 1«7t Jerusalem at 11:30 AM. this morning in two cecars, the Dodee Station
Wacon, and the new fourth-hand Willys, that I purcha=ed “or mv wife several
weeks ago, and am christenine by taking to Agabah, The passengers included,
in addition te myself, Dr. and Mrs.\Glidden, Dr. Albert K. Henschel, Mr.
Jacob Pinkerfeld, Khalil Yusuf Khuri, and Ylias Tutundjisan. We joined the
Potash Company convoy that leaves Jerusalem every morning between 11 and

12 for the Potash works ats the north end of the Dead, and left the convoy
at the fork ef the roads leadineg respectively te the Dead Sea and to Allen-
by bridge, The Wilderness of Judah is still greem, but in a few weeks will
return to its usua_])l burmt out state, The stops en both sides of the new

Allenby bridge were rather lengthy, but after completing all the formalities,

“we were, by fast driving, still able te get to Amman by 3:30 P.M. T called

up Kirkbride, the new British Resident; ard Glubb, the new Officer Commandiw
the Arab Legiom, to let them know that we had arrived, and were expecting

to be on our way tomerrow, with the intention of spending the night in

Maan, Glubb is to send me some letters this evening, - at least I hope they
Zzet here in time, -~ whieh will give us the proper introductions to the
voliee offiecers in charge of the Maan and the Agabah poliee posts, We are
putting up for the night at the Hotel Philadelphia,

There is a long and rather weary, and, in one particular instance, heart-
breaking story to tell, X=xmxixx in order to recount the events tn%} receded
our arrival here this afternoon, To tell the worst first, Late saay af-
ternoon ,A\Marjorie Iliffe called on my wife at the Ameriecan School of Orient-
al Research. My wife is stil)l confined to bed, recuperating from the results
of giving birth te a son,thrcumi—ar—sperztion, Harry Iliffe, was supposed

to call for his wife at our place at about 6:30 P.M., but delayed in coming.
I offered to take Mrs, 11iffe home, and we were about to ge, when Mr, Iliffe
came in, We sat about talking for a while, and them at 7:15 P.M. they left.

-1 accompanied them downstairs to the driveway in our grounds, where Iliffe's

car was parked, and said goodnight to them, ThEyxikxw The Iliffes live about
three blocks from us, in a house, almost direetly above the Wadi Joz, whieh
during the past months has freqmently served as an excellent place for
assassins to escape after attempting or completing their dirty work. About
three minutes after they left, two shots rang out. I paid no attentiorn to
trem, because somehody always seems to be shooting in eur neighborhood, Up
till now, hoewever, it has mostly been directéd, at least in our neighborhood,
by Arabs acainst Arabs, A few seconds later, the phone rang, and the agonize&
ery of an English woman came over the pheme, " ,..., my God, my husband has
been shot, Help!", I missed the first words, but heard something with an "r"
sound in it, I dié not associate the sound with Iliffe, but thought it might
have been Reynolds, rushed to the drawer, got my revolver., - yes, I've

hed one for some timé%en, as most of theremaining foreigners in this neigh-
borhood have now, - told one of my students to phone for the police, got

the car out of the garage, and rushed to Reynolds house, whieh is in our
quarter, and also only a short distance from our house., I fired two shots in
the air to attract the poliece, It did! Mr. Reynolds was all right. Then T
droge around the bleek, picked up twe policemem who had come running after
hearing my shets, and we racel to Iliffes, the only other honse where I
thought anything might have happened. All of this took enly a few minutes,
Arriving at Iliffe's house, which is down a small, narrow, dark allev of a
street, I eame to a hard step, ran passed his car, the motor of which was
still running, and burst inte the house, inte whieh meanwhile seme immediate
neighbors had already come. There was poor Harry Iliffe, whkmxuxf lying on

a ggugh, ;?d bégedin%_gno- hi; upperHright %gng. Somegody h%d be$n¥éying7igo
wa or E, s habits are known. u y _come om : or 73
in the evening, It was an excellent i %i *or’a %ﬁr °i1 %ggé%%Bgige ogut,”
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Mrs., I1liffe had gotten Xmx® out of the Bar, and reached the end of the Laort
passageway throush the garden te the entranece of the house, and Iliffe had
alse gotten out, and was about to cross over the narrow street to open the
garace, which opens on te the street, when the gunman opened fire, The first
bullet missed, I1iffé started to draw his revolver, but meanwhile the second
bullet hit him in the baek, piercing his upper right lung, and coming out en
the front side, Iliffe manaced to get to the entrance of the house, without
apparently being able to see the assailant, who made good his escape, Iliffe’
comings and goings must have been watched carefully for many nights, for the
sttack to have been planned and carried out se suecessfully, Soon after I
entered the house, the physician, Dr. Thempson, whe had treated Eleanor
Graham, when she was so seriously ill at eur School, eame in, The ambulanee
also arrived, and then a whole dreve of pelice~cars and military trueks,
and soldiers, Iliffe was conscious, as Dr. Thompson examined him, turning his
body slightly onte the side with my help to see whether or net the bullet
was still in the body or had gene e¢lean through,-which it had, fertunately.
He will recover, it is thought, Yes day morning, he had a hemorrace, but
Sobshang | septismia has set in, mor any léﬁﬁ;gZ“’ {
acain this merning, when Dr, Thompsonm saw the previous night's cehart, and
he exrressed himself as being satisfied with the pregress ma2de, - This has

pneumania. I was at the hespital

» peen the culminating blew of a terrifie series of recent erushine events,

About two weeks ago, troubles broke out in Transjordan, and at the
last moment the T.J., Government asked me to postpone the excavations. My
equipment was already all in Amman, and the food supplies waiting for me
at Spinney's store there. I made arrangements to have the perishad goods
withdrawn, and the rest kept for me till I should turn up te elaim , 0T
make other provisiom for them, Meanwhile, I discussed our affairs with our
Ameriean Consul General, Mr. George Wadsworth, whe proved to be most help-
ful, and who has always taken a deep interest in the affairs of the School.
As a result of his direet intervention, I received a telephone call from
the new British Resident in Amman, Mr. A8. Kirkbride, asking me to come
over and have luneh with him at the British Residency in Amman on Friday,
March 31, Ylias and I drove over, accompanied by Dr. Glidden, whom I took
aloneg so that he could see Amman while I was having the conferenee with
Kirkbride, Mr., Kirkbride has Jjust been retransfered baek to Transjordan,
and all of us who are interested in the country azre delisghted that he has
been elevated to the most important post in the country, with the execeptien
of that of Emir Abdullah. b » 1 have known Kirkbride for a long
time, and he is much intcresu&in arehaecology and in the doings of eur School
When I arrived for luneh on Friday, Mr. and Mrs. Kirkbride told me that I
was their first guest at the Resideney. After luneh, we talked business, The
gituation, Mr. Kirkbride explained to me, had so cleared up, that he cone
sidered it all right for me te go to Agabah, if I fulfilled eertain eon-
ditions., The first was that we should not live in tents on the site of Tell
el-EKheleifeh, nor near it, but that we should take a house in Agabah villase
whieh is about feur kilometres away, and commute to and from the dig. That
was a condition whieh was nct too hard to agree to, although it ecompliecates
matters some’ and increases the expenses, In some ways, it has its advantage
After being in the wind and sand all day long, it will be niee to be out of
them in the afternoon and evening, - a matter one eannot be sure of when
1iving immediately on or near the site. As I have explained in the field
reports published in the Bulletin of the Ameriean Schools of Oriental Re-
gearch, Tell el-Kheleifeh is situated at the end of what is for all mExXXX
practical and impractical purposes a wind-funnel, - namely the Wadl el-

Arabah. As a result, our camp last year, was subjeet to all too
frequent windsterms, '
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The other condition that Kirkbride made, was that I employ four watehme

That seemed a little steep to me, but 1 aecepted without demur, It was
either continuing our work under these conditions, or not working at all,

In as much as I am convineed that the immediate present is the best possible
time that can be found, considering the state of publie security in this ;
part of the world, and tre boiling point that seems rapidly te be about to ;
be reached in Europe, I felt that it would be unwise to delay the expedition
any longer, even if the costs were some pounds higher than I had figured on.
When one has a comparatively small sum of money to work with, it is es- ‘
pecially necessary to economize down to the last mil, but in this instanee,
the money that I shall have to pay the guards may be considered a justifiable
expenditure., And, furthermore, I am willing to wager that I shall get xkmx
some work out of them, even if they think, as they uncoubtedly will, that
their job will be to sit around and act as if they were guards, Actually,

as I understand’X they are to be erployed as a sort of insurance that the
tribes to whiceh they beleng, and whiech eirculate in the viecinity of Agabah,
are to understand that we are not fair game, After seeing the Rritish
Residew#xrx I had tea with Major Glubb, who has suecceeded Col, Peake as the
Officer Commanding the Arab Legien. He recpeated the same conditions that
Kirkbride had made, and wired through to Agqabah %o arrange for the house and .
the guards. ’ ‘
We returned to Jerusalem the next day, Saturday, April 1, thinkinge that

now everything was arranged, anc we could start zX» for T.J. on Monday,

April 3. I found, however, a letter from my architeet waitine for me, saying
that he thought his services would ne lenger be necessary, and that he had
arranced to go to Italy, Ne lives in Tel Aviv. I got him on the leng-distanee
phone, but there seemed nothing te be done about the matter, Ne other com-
petent architeet seemed to be available, and I thought that this time I was
at the end of my rope. Dr. Fisher ceould not come, because he was working on
his Corpus of Palestirnian Pettery. The long and short of it was that finally
I got on to my architeect agaig‘ egg leggreed that if I could get him releas
ed from his committances to geA%e ts Y, where he was to do some archaeo-
logical work, and get his trip there postmmed, he would be happy te Join

me, That was net hard to arrange. And then on tep of all these difficulties,
came the attempt to murder Harry Iliffe, on the evening of Menday, April 3.

I could not possibly leave Jerusalem until I knew that he was out of danger.
Furthermore, I could not leave my family alone. The physicians were more thm
reluctant te come out te the School, curfew was reimposed on our quarter,

and might last a long time, and my wife who needed medical attentim might

be left stranded if I were not present to fetech people from town and bring
them baek again, As much, therefore, as I hated to do so, I closed the .
Director's house, brenskt ay family to a hotel in town, and left the School
in eharge of Dr, Fisher, In as much as I was taking the Gliddens with me,
there would remain then in the School only Dr. Fisher, Miss Wambold, and

the Petries, in additionm to the servants, for whom also I have secured

curfew passes, The two servants who are left, in as much as I am taking
Khalil with me, and the gardener, will suffice to take care of the present
residents at the Schoel, Everything finally arranged to my satisfsction,

we fGimeddy left Jerusalew Wednesday morning, April 5. Not, however, before
another last minute difficultyl My architeet called up from Tel Aviv to

say that the military had closed the Jaffa-Jerusalem road, and his car could
net get through, I phoned Captain Cuming of the Intelligence serviece, and

he phoned back after a while, that the road would be cleared in time for the
car to get to Jerusalem before the hour that we had fixed upon to leave

and join up with the Potash Ce. convoy.

April 8. |
I am writing from Maan, and we are to leave tomorrow morning for Aqs
bah, inshallah.



