15 April 1945.

Deaxr Willlcm:

wae perturbed to learn recently from Ben Dor that you had long been 111
this winter. I am terribly sorry, and hope that you heve long bsefore this fu'ly recovered.,
I like to believe that your letter to Ben Dor me:ns that you werse elresdy then well on the
rocd to reeovery. I can imsgine that you hevs been swamped with letters and more important
metters which you hed to postpone attending to during the period of your illness. When you
have time, I shall be happy to hear from you.

You will know more than I do about my book THE JORDAN. I had 2 long letter
about three weeks ago from ﬂhn Brinterud, telling me that the Westminster Presc wanted to
publish the book, wes prepared to prinfh 104 plsates alone in & book of some Z20 pages,
which would sell for about $£3.00 to $5.50, and which they wented to publish zome time this
fall, However, they asked me first to revice the last two chapters, s ying that they thought
- they did not measure up to the rest of the book. When I resd over thoe two cahpters, «fter
not having looked at them for zbout € months, I found mycself in complete sgresment with them.
I immediately sat dosn, and radically revised the last two cheapters, incorporzting the ma=-
terial into onz chapter, and making it conform, I believe =nd hope, to the rest of t
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he hook,.

In regponse to a queaghlon put in his letter by Rev. Tizinterud, I repiied that
I would agres in advance to anfjecdtori:l chinges in the menuseript which you epproved of.
I trust that you will not be burdened too much, After all, I had already entered przctically
every correction and change which you had suggested in your pravious, sxtremely careful resgd-
ing of the oripginal manuscript, so there ought not to be mich that they should bother you
with, Thanks a miliion in adveance., I sometimes wonder how you ever have time to do all the
scholarly work you do while answering tha correspondence of 2 hot of scholars and other
friends, reading their menuscripbs, and discussing their probleme.

‘ I shall avsit with much interest what Rev. Trint—erud and his ascoclates heve
to say with regard to the reviced ssction I c—pturmned t=o him., I gathered from his letter
that 1t was only a matter of recsiving that materlsl before he sent me & contract for the
book. Any terms that you think ere zll right for sueh 2 contract, ars certiinly all right
with me. I don't care whether I make any money out of the book. I mhall be happy to see it
published. I think that that collection of photographs deserves publication. I hope that
the Westminster Precs can find the proper glossy, chrome paper to print the photographie
plates properly. The only criticism I rave Q@vthe new Bibbe &tlas is that“the photographs
seem to have soaked into the peper, snd sre not nearly ss clear as they would have been hac
they used glossy or chrome paper. However, thet is probably & matter of wartime exigencies.

My heartiest congratuldiions on the Bible Atlas. There is thus far only one
copy in the country, whieh Ernest sent directly to Meisler, so I have had it in my hands
for only a few min.utes. I resad your contribution, which forms & mplendid first chapter to
the book, I haven't had & chance to go through the rsst of the At:ias' yet. The maps are
superbly printed. There are somethings I do not agree with, such zs the locations of
Abel-meholah snd Mehanaim end the territory assigned to Ged, but tho e are monor eriticis
I really haven't had a chance yet properly to check the maps.

I sit here with hsavy heart todey over the denth r, bredident Roosevelt.
It is one of the greatest losses of this gntire war. God help 3%1&%”%%% yeer or two to
come, when we 80 desperately needed eAddership, and grant that our new Predident may
in some measurs be able to rige to the needs of the time.

The weather has prevented all field work of any kind, and still does. It is
a ymar, the like of which has not been encountered in living memory. 8o I have been
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- gitting home, plugging awsy on preparing my potitery plates for part 4 of my Explorations., ]
am definitely able to insert for the Jordun Valley an additlonal paiod between Jericho IX
end VIII and snother one between VIII and VII. Ben Dor was her s the other day smnd is in
full agreement with my results. I have no ide: whether or not you ure going to use any of 1
T. Umm Homad Sherql material I kad sent to you just before I left or zhaps just after I lc
Cineinnati this time. I shall not be unha py if you have decided to postpone publishing it
for the precent. I have completely reworked thOP materials.

. I am gettxng homesick again or rather desperately ldnsly for Helen and our
boy. In any event, the course of events is making me thinRef geing home again, - sometime
lste this summer or early thisz fa3l. I think then I shall know what the immediate future i:

 to be like, what demands are to be made upen me, and I feel that in all probabllity, insof:

.- 80 uuccessrul. I have promised to return to the Hebrew Unian College.

as 1 can forsee, I shall be able to remaln home.

There iz nothing I would rather do, everyt hing else being e:u&l, than remain
on here for the rest of my academic ¢ reera s Pirector of this School. I love this placs,
"I love my work, I love this kind of life. I am deeply rooted and at home hers. However,
everythin is not equal by a leng chot. Aside from numerous considerations which do not depe
upon me, I have obligations to my f:imily sand te the Hebrew Union CGollege, whieh sooner or
later require my remsining in America, I want my boy to go to Ameriean schools, and have my
own Americen background. My wife has s right to continue her medicul career in: which ghe 1s
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A new Director of the School will therefore have to be thou ght about or chos
" within the coming months. I should like to retzin the tif€le of Dirsetar of this School say
t111 the end of 1845. I suggest that & new Direstor be appointed effective from the begin-
- ning of January 1946. I am writing to Mlllar Burrows t.:at we cun discuss the time to termi-
- nate my salary later. I think at the present moment that it ought té be posaibln to termine
it at the end of Septmeber 1945. %

I think the new Birector suould be in Je usglan about Jnnuury 1945, although
ul #1°2 dhat 1t will not be possible to commence our norm:l aucademic yeek till'the war wit
Jepan xkk is over. And I cannot see that ending till possibly somewhere in 1847. I ‘hope I
am wrong and that it ends sooner. In whatever interval, however, there mey bé bebwsen my
sventual deperture from here and the arrival of the now Director, we can all rest assured
that the School's hotel and grounds and servent staff will be mensged efficiently by Mrs.
Pommer:utz with the ald of her husband, She has repeatedly demonstrated her ability tu Tun
this place during long periods when no Director was preseni. 8

I am afraid the post-war years here are ooing to be difficult and dangerou s
ones, We need not only a competent scholar and archaeologlst here, but a persoh who at the
same time will be sble to keep hls head and stzer the School safely thr ough experiences w::
I am afr:=1d are going to be similar to thoe we lived through here during 1956-40. I wish I
gould stay on. I make bold to think I could handl the troublmsome situstion asg it may affec
our School, which I think is going to develop. Forgive me if this sounds egotisttical. It
arises not from self-pruise of my paqt here at the School but out of concern for the futurs
welfeare of the School. :

It would be wonderful if you could come back here for a least = couple of
years, and could be follwed then by Millar Burrows. I should like to see Ernest Wright here
gooner oar later. If he can't come, I should like to see Ingholt here. Perhaps we have a com-
~mitment to Robert Engberg. I 4o not think he is of the same calibre as either ‘of these last
two, but if he is emppbntad, I shall be for him with might snd main., I am deeply attached ta
this School. I owe it a great deal. I shall always want to serve it to the best of my abilit /
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in whatever capacity it ia given me to work for it and the csuse it rspresents. .
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It is hard to Lhink of the immeciate future without the presence of our gri=®
Pregident. God help Ameri ea and the world.
With best regeards to you end Ruth, snd agein with
the hope thst you are well and are teking care of youruelf, ss sv.r, yours,





