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The country is atill under military control, but conditions
have improved materially during the last few weeks. The measures
taken by the army have been energetic and althouszh they cause |
‘the ordinary resident considerable tnoonvenience, seem 70 have
brought about, at least for the present, the desired results.

The country is however by no means pacified, and unless a way

cut of the present impasse can be found, wiil never be, It is

still inconvenient to travel about. There are as yet practically

no Arab cars or trucke on the roads, because the Arab drivers

are not in possession of the necessary travel permits and lidentity
cards., I believe this situastion may improve within the next couple
of weeks. ' )

The work of the School, long since settled to its normal ™
routine, proceeds apace. Ledtures, map-making, pottery repairing
and drawing, photography of archseological objects, and assigned
subjects for individual research, provide the students of the
School with mueh ocoupation. They have by now seen practically
as much of Jerusalem as they would have even under normal cir-
cumstances, t

I am glad to say that the wave of anti-American feeling
which made i%self apparent here for a short time, did not extend
itself generally nor prevail for long. None of our Arab friends
severed their connections with the Sohool or with any of its
members. They continue to make use of our Library, and to fore-
gather with us socially as before. If anything, during the period
of the disturbances, there has been a marked falling off of Jewish
visitors to the School, not because of any lessened regard for it,
but because of what are considered the difficulties of getting to "™
our quarter which is ah almost completely Arab one. It 1is easy ’
to understand, if sometimes diffioult to cope with, the feelings
that grip various parts of the population of verusalem and the
country. '

On ¥ovember 26th the School travelled to Galilee, I drove,
because as yet our chauffeur, Ylias Tutunjian, has not oeslthe
proper cards of identifiocation., Not far from our place,ya T
hundred metrea from the imerican Colony, the road 1eadin§ nﬁith—
ward out of Jerusalem, is blocked by massive cement barricades,
foreing all ears to halt and then twist through the narrow
openings left in them., A detail of soldiers or police is stationed
at this barricade, and all male passehgers are required to show
the proper papers, Our oar,being well known, was not stopped at
this place, but between here and Tabghah and back, within two
days, we were stopped no less than 30 times.by the military in
order to identify ourselves. (n every strategic hill-top Britieh
military posts are visible. Troops man burricades set up at the
entrance and exit of every town along the rcad as far as Tabghah.
Military patrols pull up in fast armoured cars in between these



2.

barricaded roadstops, and ask for travel papers, For any group
except our own travelling under these conditions would be more
than an annovance. My purpose, however, on this trip was to have
the students see centra}l Palestine and part of Galilee. It made
no dAifference to us how many times we were stopped, because it
permitted the members of the party to photograph to their hearts'
content. As a matter of fact, we stopped at least as many times
of our own volition for purposes of photography as we were halted
by the militarv. On one occasion we stopped in order %o enable
the students to photograph some fellahin ploughing. They were
using #8imple wooden iron—tipfed ploughs, that have changed but
1ittle throughout the centuries, dragged in some instances by
oxen, and in others by the "forbidden" combination of a donkey
and an ox, I repeat a conversation that I had with one of the
fellahin who approached the car, because it is not uncharacteristic
of the present temper of the couutry. le demanded bakhheesh, where-
upon I asked him: "don't you ever do anything for the sake of
politeness?"; his answer was: "no, politenoss is dead in the land
today". I asaured him that that could not be so, that either we
would photograph in the name of common courteay or not at all,

Ve photographed., We continued to photograph in lablus, Jenin,
Nazareth, Affuleh, Tiberias and Tabghah. In Muleh we dropped in

for a second to dee Dr., Bergmen, our former Thayer Fellow, who

is now District Officer there, and Mras. Bergman, formerly the
secretary of the School, I am glad to say that he seems tc havews
recovered fully from the harrowing experience he went through

some months ago, when his car was blown up by a landmine, and
geveral of its occupants killed. It was impossible to get to
Capernaum, because that place has been wired off by the militery,
and the priest in charge, who happened to be at Tabghah when we
arrived there, sdid it would be impossible for us to get in. I
could possibly have arranged it by getting on the phone to Jeru- ‘
salem, but it takes hours during these days fto make & long-distance
call even if the wires happen not to be torn down. Ve travelled i
up on a Haturday, and came back the next day via N, Tabor. Ve |
found a scene of humming activity whenowe got on top of the moun-
tain, because a large new wing is being added toc one of the building
there. The church was opened up for us and we were conductedthrough
. 1% by an American priest. Ye returned early in the afternoon of

the second day to Jerusalem in time for tea, I trust that those who
read this letter will not regard our trip as having been unnecessa-
rily dangerous. I made careful ihquiries before I started out from |
coTpetent authoritiesa, who saw no objection te our undertaking the
trip.

71%h the kind permission of the Director of the Department of
Antiquities, the master photographer of the Museum, Mr. 5.J. Schweig
is giving a course of Jlectures to our students on archaeclogieal
photography. They are emceedingly instructive lectures. (n December
7th, the Director addressed tlhe ralestine lLconomic Gouncil on the
subject of Palestine as an Ancient Trade Cemtre. Mr., Battershill,
the Chief Secretary of the Govermment of lalestine, presided at the
meeting. On December 19th, the Directur will give the opening lectur
of the year to the ralestine Oriental Soclety. e will be an
illustrated lecture on Kzion-geber,
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With sl gratitude that we have been able to weather
the stosms of the year now almost gone, and looking forwa
with B hope to the year at hand for peace to come and *
work to be accomplished, all of us at the School send our best
greetings to the fichool's friends and supporters,




