Newg-Letter No. 3.

Feb., b, 1939.

Yesterday noon, three shets rang out and a bomb exnpleoded a

~few hundred yards back of our grounds, down the little street that leads
from behind our place towards the Iliffe's hous= and the Maseum, A few min-
utes later two Dritich policemen, who happened to be patrolling the neighbern
hood came running =zlong, and asked me where the shots had occurred. I was
- able to assura them that nothing had happened in the olayground behind our

. tennis ceourt, which at the time was filled with youngsters from fthe adjacent
Arab schools, tut that the shots keémed to have come from farther down the
street. Away they raced. At the corner, I saw one stoop and pick up some-
thing. H tolé me later that he had picked up three empity bullets, Seon
goldie and police were around in large rumbers, but it turned out that
_mo one ”id been hurt., This morning we laarned what was Tehind the shooting.

" Issa Nashashibi lives in the cermer house at the end of the street, and the
ghooting and hembing had been directed agsinst hiks house. Quite a number
of MNashashibis live in this meighberhood, all around us, among larger numberms
of Husseinis and other prominznt Tamilies, so evidently we exnect shooting
to continue in this neighborhood in all directions,

This morming, I had {e drive to fown, and found that lower Jafff

roed, and mogt of the Arab and hun-fewigh stores in the city were closed
qgrin. Anocther sfrlke' The first place I stopped at was Read's, & photegraph-
ie shop where the School does qulte a bit of business. Raad, himself, a
gentle Syrian CViio,ian, wae stending in front of his e¢lossd shep, but went
around the back way end got me my pictures., lle didn't ¥now why the shops

were closcd or vlc 1ng, but he had closesd when He saw other shops clese, It
ig easier to close thun t¢ be shot or bombed for not closing., I next stopped

on ba mlll"b road, in front of “ﬂlnney Ucvbral Arab and Armenian ecqudnt-
ances of mine \ﬂ'e sbtancing cund , po, They aicn't know what the new strike

~wase about, vut they haa clos ﬁd their shors anyway. Finally, I met some one
~who kmew why the order had goeme nreund te close the shops, The nen-Jewish
population is to demonstreate its protest against the Natiomal Defence Party,
which 1s headed by the Nashashibis, being represented st the current Con-
ference in London, which is deeling with the Palesfine problem. ThHe Emxxmmk
gtrite is thus encther feature of the long drawn out, inner-political family
feuds, which are wrecking the Arab economy in this country, Conditiens in
the 01d City of Jerusalem, for instance, are apnalling. There 1ig literal
starvation arong the poorer clsasses +here.

: hree days ago, just after T had completed my last news-=letter,
a nunber of gchots shatiered the "sually prcvalnlu gquietness in this tHES
gquarter, A Tew minutes later, Dr. Fisher came in looking rather 111, He had
been in the Arsb buz that passes our School to and Trom Ltown, and on the way.
by the entrance to Musrars quarter nearest our section of the eity, there
kad been a man lying in a pool of blood. A few minutes later I got a phene
call from Csnon Erideman of 3t, George's. Was rhe nume )in*ham known to me
from the 3chool?" "No"., "Are all the m*nb rs of ool present or ac-
counted for", "Yes, what's wrong", It turned out ¥*L a young Snglish ftourist
named nknghque’qu been shot three times in the back. He nad btaksn up resl-
dence in the Musrara auarter. The paper repcrts that althouegh seriously
wounded, he may live, Naiturally, curfew was slaopped on lusrara gquarber

again, and my rardener who had gone home for lunch didw't return for twe
days, The Armenian furnace expert, whom I had ssked Mr, Maude to send up

to the Scheol to look at our fuﬂnacew, couldn't det out, his home alsc being
in the Musrara quarter, which is now completely Arab anc Armeniamn, It has
always been until recently, a quiet and respectnble neighborhood, I have

had to ask the members of our School nof to go to tewn anymore through Mus-

rara, although it is a short-cut, - also to other pnlaces hesides town durimg
recent weeks,
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