HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION

CLIFTON AVENUE. CINCINNATI 20. OHIO

% e ?ﬁebmw 19, 1963 -

Mr, David Gerrish

Tyndale House : -

Selwyn Gardens -
Cambridge, UNITED XKINGDOM S

Dear Mr, Gerrishs
I have been travelling so much and have been &5 Trs ]y busy that this
is my first opportunity to attempt very brie
your letter of Jamuary 15, 1963, .

With regard to whether or not any g2 & his ;

enlargements of one particular fraxmyp ety with slag coating on the
T its AN sl /its immer surface, This is

part of a large pottery vesgel g A6 part of a erucible, Somehow

or other, copper was smpXfed-in this pditery vessel. It iz the third sherd |
from the top down on t¥g s % FIR\7 in BASOR 159, Oet. 1960, pal3.

‘There is a degree of."
article which makes

g .te& at Tell al-Xheleifeh, we excavated
4 north so that we wouldn't be blindad by
s reports or the meteoroclogical phenomena
I lived with those sand storms for three years, as
f our staff. I recsll Yigael Yadin telling me that he

sadohd saason of our excavations. Several years after we
Hg/wind blown sands covered up our excavations almost com- -

If Tell el-Khsleifeh were merely a caravansary, there would have been no logis
cal reason for the tremendously strong walls which surrounded it for a large
part of its history. Furthermore, it would have made no sense whatsoevsr to

- have placed the caravansary in the location of Tell el-Xheleif'eh. A caravane
sary would have made sense only at Aqabah or by the side of Agabah, where
there is a plentitude of fresh water and protectian £rom the winds and tha
eanfort of large; date palm groves.

Tall al—I{heleifeh was also not bullt primarily &s a fortress, because it
could not have gerved major strateglc purposes. As I have pointed out in -
many places, during the Iron Age II especially; and also during the preceding
Iron Age: I » fortresses were bullt on high placas, on tops of hills ’ places




1. removed

i ity e Rt

force pould eas
within a short
or going. The
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| where they could dominate roads and command sources of water. Any enemjr

ily have clircumvented the site of Tell el-Kheleifeh and passed
distance of it without its garrison being aware of its coming

only reason that the various gites on Tell el-Kheleifeh were = i
enclosed within heavy, strong, formidable, protective walls was that it cone -« ||
tained tremendously valuable buildings such as the refinery which had to be I INE
protected, I am sure that some time op other a fortress of EI il yill be - foundly.

in the hills immediately ovsrlooking Aqabah.,

I have always s

aid there was preliminary roasting at the Arabah ﬁining sites.

The pottery found at the mining sites at Tell el-Xheleifeh testifies to the -

. Gecupatlon of t

he Wadi Arabah, as of Tell el-Kheleifeh, from at least the-

tenth to and through the sixth centurdes B.Cs I think it correct that the
nost intensive mining activity took place during the period of Solomon.

j Rothenberg was cortainly not ignorant of my article in BASQ,
which I speak about the slag inerustation on a plece of pot

of which I am e
wavea 1t asidel

For him to say that the flues were not flues simply doesn't make ‘any sense. .. .y
| After the excavation of the relinery was completed and the debris had been-
s/placing our hands against the flues on the south side of the south

wall of £he bui

north side of the north wall of the building, permeated the walls of the
-{ building and came out on the south side, No other Iron IT budlding that I am ¥
" aware of has such a complionted system of flues. . ‘ , "

~ T am not absolu
- answer may lie ‘the
lotter under the subjeat of "flues,"

There wera some

tior tery; vhotographs
neloging for your examination, Somewhere he mentions it and

1ding we could feel the drafts of air which éntered on the

tely sure how the refining process was cariled out, but the
along the suggestion that you have in number "2¢ of your

later ocrosswalls put into the vefinery, after the flues had

~ . become stopped up.:

I think the weakest part of my preliminary report made some 25 years ago,

was with regard
had them chemic

Inasmuch as the

there would have been very little slag left when the crude cupriferous mass
refining at Tell el-Kheleifeh would therefore have resulted in little slag

T belng produced,

have been dumped probably into the 808« There was & amdll quantity of slag

found.

I think i% quite possible that Rof,henbarg_ has discoversd another method in‘

to the yellowish green stains on the walls. I have never
ally examined but wili do s0 at the first opportunity.

ores were given a preliminary roasting in the Wadi Arabzh,

the original smelting or roasting was accomplished. The

and such slag as was produced would have been removed and may

ik

which the copper was given a preliminary roasting in the Wadi Arabah. To
deryy, however, that the rumerous small buildings wore used as roasting or
smelting ovens and to make all of them graves is to go agdiinst all the
evidence which has been adduced, .- SRR o :

I
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T am enclosing a copy of an article which I wrote recently for the mew

- Bneyclopedia that the Hebraw University is putting out, and this article

deals with Tell el-kheleifeh. Naturally, over the years I have revised .
many of the conclusions I came to during the first flush of the experiences
of the excavatlons and as a& result of other ini‘ormation gained from other

“excavations.

1 anm Just finlshing "bhe firet draft of a very larg_a book on my excavations at
the Nabataean Temple of Khirbet Tanmur in Transjordan, and as soon as that ls
out of the way, in addition to another volume which will be a rewriting and .

a combination -of "The Other Side of the Jordan® and "The River Jordan,” I shall
tackle the final publinatie)n of m,y excavations of Tel}. el-Kheleifeha ,

© With cordial z‘egarda, fam

' Bincerely yours,

Nalson Glueck

‘ Y P&Es " The article I am enclosing is for ymxr private information.

o Emolss

. I prefer that 1t be not quoted or shown around until it has
. been published; x don't know you from kdam, but I trust you.
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