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April 26th 1538

JHr, B, Gjerstad |
- Gvensika Institubet
Boma

Dear Dr. Gjerstad,

I am scerry not to have beer able to reply
immediately to your letter of April 10th. I have Just returned
for a couple od days fyom my exeavations at Tell el-<Kheleifi
near Agabah. We think it is the site of Ezion Geber.

_ ¥ith regard to your question concerning
the black on red ware in Tranajordan, I may say def QLY
that 1t appears in sueh masses on almost all of the Ly ZEron
age sites in Transjordan that I have thus far exoavated, and
1z so closelywrsliated with other typieal Trans jordanian painted
wares, that for the present at least, i% may be ealled Tra
jordanisn. In the enclosed copy of the lebter I wy %
Yo Dr. §jUqvist you will find some additional rewarks whioh I
have made with regard %o this partioular subjeot. I say say
that you are free o make whatever use of my letser you may
think necessary. With regard to your sistement which I guobe:
"AS Tar @8 + understand, the Transjordan sites were more oy
dess abandened in the 9th cent., i.e. at the time when the
Black-on-Réd ware hesame Oypricte. Is 4his o mere coincidence
oY may we buppose an ethnic movemsnt in the Transjovdsn distréce

to the norts and via Forth Syrim %o Uypras, i.e., that a part
of the Transjordan people topk refuse to Cyprus in the 9th
and 8th cenburiest®, I s ; e to say the 7
I pointed out in my letter uo Dr. 5i0gvist the
civilization in Transjordan goes down %o sbout o
8th century B.C., but does not completely ceass 1 about the
&th. The main potiery finds belong to the period ding sbout
8th gentuyy B.C. I previcusly thonght that what happened 4o :
the Bdomites and Mosbites from the 8th century omeards is what |
happensd to the NHabutasans after their being conguered by the
Remans. The central goveroment weakened, some of the Moabites
and Zdomites remained on the gpot and were absorbed oither into
the. Jater Dabataean groups or into Bedudn grotips, and other
Hdomites, Tor instance, migrated to Palestine, there to becone
sncwn as the Idumseans. I am sending you under Sgparate cover

g aopy of an article of mine on the boundaries of Zdom which
deals with this jartionlar subject. However, ox the other hand -
i¥ is not dmpossible that a large number of Transjordeniang

at sbout the 9th or 8th century B.¢. may have migrated north-
ward Yo Syriam and then to Oyprus, and in Yyprus influenced the
Gevelopment of pottery. I must point out, however, what I




o aeer

have alreddy pointed oul in my letiter %o Dy, Sibgviet, that
the common source for the Transjopdanian and & oBe Bypes
in gquestlon may be in Byria. I sp sending you Y guparsg
aover Bulletin 65; on page 12 wou will find s¢ ¥ PEHBPES
I have made in that conpeetion. See also Bulletin 68.

I should say that both white painbted and bichrome
wares oceur contemporaneously, festuring particularly hor-
imontal bands of decoration, and %o a considersbly lessey
extent, copcentric coreles. Speaking spproximetely, I should
say that there is aboul sn equal amount of black on red,
whifte painbed, and bichrome wares, the latter coourring on
the finer ftypes of poltery. Let me add that concentric sircles
oceur particularly on & type of pilgrim flusk, and to a certain
degree, on small fine juglets.

I do not know whither these answers will satisfy
you, but until I have had a chance %o go over my pottery
eallections with these particulsr gquestions in my sind, I
cannot be more definite than T am in this letter. I am zreatly
plengsed %o heay Trom you with repard to these guestions ’

‘because they are stimulating and perforee informafive. i

should be glad to hear from you agsin.

Sincerely yours

Felson Glueck, Director

MG IR





