1Y

Beth<yerah, Oet, 5y 1952

Boy, what a day! I am rushing around seo fast, that I findit, difficult
to get to skep at night time, or rather after I have flﬂai@y £otten
bed comple tely exhausted, 1 wake up after an hour all ready to zo agaln,
and find it hard to get to bidep, so I read till the wee hours of the
NOYNING.

Pnis morning, I paid my bill ot the King David for three days, with

iunch snd breakfast ineciuded, and waes almost knockedover when I got the

biii. In the first place, all tﬁ;&ibto vho stay at the King david must

pay in doliars; secehaly, they must buy & nundred p@uﬂds, fer whieh
they pay $140, and if any of the muads inm the foxm of & letter of credit

are left over, they are returned in dolirars when lemaviog the cdinbry.

I had taken a suite, that is & bed-room and sitting such as I ‘take at

this amd that a@@ad I found that I
At that ratey I can't afford e stay in the cc&rtry and ta?e : 8
I shall have to wangle b@%&ﬁﬁaig, wiich I $hiok I cany 80 that I can
pay my bills in the blocked isxaeli pofnds,. whick the Hessad Bialik owes
Ae,

Ther Government carcalledfor me at 9 A M., and I started off feor Tel Aviv.
ﬁe¢ore that, however, I had decided to confizm my Jets 30 deparbture date
on e TWA, am went bo the TWA office in the XKing Qav1a Hetel 1o see

if tﬂey‘ceula dos it foi me. They said that the Tel Aviv office was.th e
place to get it fixed. 1 have decihed to keep the Uect. 30 dem rture -
date, which memns that I shall be in Bew York City the next gay. I love
being here, andit is one combant thrill after another, but somehow or
otke.r I can't really enjoy De&ng away without you any longer. 1 got

to Tel aviv and went to the Government PublicInformation Office, where

I had a date to med that former student of tane College's, David Passow,
who, I belisve, 1 have previously indicated as being with the ¥eizman
Institute new. ¥hen I walked in, Feigel Braude yelled at me. She and Baruch
and their Llittle daughier live at Herteliah now, md sheé still wozks for
Reuters. I was inkerviewed by Mkoshe Brilliant, a H.Y. Times man, aad
made an appointment o meet the Christian Seience repmter in Jerusalem
next week. He is a2 Jew, speaks with sn accent; but got into the Badhras
maut with Fendell Philips and Albright B st yesr. He says the A rican
Einister knew he was Jewish. Hae power to thatpariicular hinister. He
was not, however, able to get into Yemen.

I ®md& a luncheon appointment with Aubrey Pban at the Auwlm ssdor Hestaurant,
which is & small and by no means elegant place on the seeond figor of
zhe Certral Hotel on the corner of Txumyaldor Street facing the seam.

ﬁe la 4 & very nime lurchk, a diplomatic one, ¥.idy means thal we Zot
better food, and he and I discussed all manner of things. I thea left

to keep an appoiniment with Ben Guwion at the Smaren Hobel in Herteli ah
at 3 P.¥. In fact, Bban knew about it, and asked me 1f 1 remembred that
I had the appointment. I got thkeie in time for the appointwent, wich
was put between 333115 Poi., only 1o be startled to see Jjust bhefore my
car got te the BHotel, his car cavalcade, with him in one of the cars
leaving in the direction of Tel Aviv. Boy, I was sore. I am s$iil
awgiting an explanantion., I know that an hour or so nrev1ously, they

axreste& a caap wha was arﬁed and seemed to wan* to shoot Ben Gurion
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So I drove on to Beth-Yerah via Beisan. I tock whk ame a
movie photggraplr, to make some peturesof part of my frip. 1 am to p ay
for the potures by sending film in exchange when I gel back home. The
wiole ouuntry is just bursting with new settlements, new terng, new forests
and endless numbers of people. Every bus stop, and at numerous POINTS
along the roads, people are waiting for 1ifts. There simply doss not seenm
t0o be enough cars and trucks o handle everybody., The euntry ms¥es s
strong, virile, creative impression, however. :

) The ride from Beth-3han, which is now compltely Jewish,
along the west side of the Jadan valley was beautiful beyond words. It
art me a little 1o be able to look over on te the east side of the Jordan
and know that I couldn't get over there, but on theotler harnd I was very
grateiul that 1 had all of the expoxation of that part of the eourts ry bee
nind me. As a mtbver of fact, I em filled with a sense o deep gratitude
thet fortune of & wonderful kine ensbled me to do that archasological
survey of Transjordan when I did it. I =& beginning to feel now, %hat I
might not tmave the energy or endurance at this stage of the game Go
do that kind of thing on the same comparatively primitive scals again.

I got hexe about 6:30 P.M., and was astounded by what I saw.
A most wonderful little building and a senarated diming kall capable
of holdng severzl hundred people i ve been built directly on top of a
previously, eycavated section of Beth-yerah. The buildngs directly overiod
the Ieler of Galilee. The imberest of the people of Isrmel in anybhing
and everything sclenmfific is absolutely ame mzing. A platform had been
‘eregeted hout in the lawn ® tween the two build ngs, and thre was & group
of mme thon 500 pewple, that md come from all corgrs of the land +to
participate in this archaeclogieal cow ress. Haisler made, a speech,
extremely attractive ymng general, Moshe Dayyan, who has had one eye
shot out, made a speech, aml them I gave s talk of about thres guarters
of an hour in length in Hebrew on the Jadan Valiey., I am afraid I we 8
Tay from my best. 1 hadirfenede read:ing the talk, but after seesing #a isler
read his, 1 decided not tw. I misjudged the sudience. They are hungry
for the detailedkin of facts that can come only from a detailed paper,
guck as I had had ready, and they wouldhave lis.tened for nours, However,
thet's that. I shall rema.n here the rest of the week, =mnd then go back
to Jerusd em for a day or %wo, before trying to get down to £lath. There
is a woderful HU¥ pre-rabbiniec studemt, Alan Feinewrrz, here, who really
half runs theplace,

feivin, Haisler, Pinkerfeld, Stekeles, Sahalem, Or,
Hizrshberg, oldman Slousch, almost every Jew in tle auntry who is irt erested
in archaeology is here. We are really a wonierful people,

The moon was out over the lale. of Galilee last night,
anditwas wordierful to behold.






